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Teaching Idea: The One-Minute Paper 
by B. Magnan  
 
As teachers we usually know what we think 
our students should get out of a class session, 
but how often do we know how close their 
understanding is to our expectations? Do we 
have to wait for a test or final paper to find 
out? Similarly, do we need wait for the end of 
the semester to determine students' reactions 
to our teaching?  
 
The one-minute paper may be used to fulfill 
either function: ascertaining students' 
understanding of a particular class and/or 
getting a sense of how students would rate the 
course. The procedure is simple: give students 
the last few minutes of class to write the 
answer(s) to one or two specific questions you 
choose to ask them; collect the answers and 
synthesize them in any way you like; respond 
in some way during the following class period.  
 
If you wish to focus on student understanding, 
your question may be general ("What was the 
most important point in the lecture?") or rather 
specific ("Summarize two conflicting points of 
view about global warming.").  Colleagues at 
UVa who have tried this feedback device have 
been surprised sometimes to learn that what 
they believed they had driven home as the 
central issue was not what a number of their 
students had perceived to be the essential 
point. Students know you are paying attention 
to them and to their needs if you then begin the 
next class by clarifying where necessary. You 
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